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Dear Partners of MediaRites,  

Underwriting for Crossing East means you’ll reach the right audience and for a fraction of the cost of traditional advertising.  

This packet is created to give you a sense of how public radio underwriting works and explain why underwriting for the Crossing East radio documentary is advantageous for your public relations department.  

MediaRites is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization that brings arts outreach to the Pacific Northwest and quality radio productions to the country. MediaRites creates award-winning radio programs that take an underrepresented population, such as recent immigrants, disabled youth, the homeless, or those with terminal illness, and tell their stories in a way that is accessible to the entire public radio audience.

Our artistic documentaries have garnered awards such as the Peabody, the National Federation of Community Broadcasters, the Clarion, the Heart of America, the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism award, and the Casey Medal.  Radio stations air our programming because they know it stands for quality.  
Public radio reaches an intelligent and affluent audience.  This will be the first public radio documentary on Asian American history.  When listeners hear this program, either for the first time or as a frequent repeat, they will associate the production and our underwriters with innovation and excellence.  Adopt one of our hour-long programs and become the sole corporate sponsor of that hour.  

Please contact our Associate Producer, Sara Kolbet, with any questions about the program, its nationwide carriage, or creating an appropriate underwriting message.  
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We thank you for your involvement! 

Take care, 


Dmae Roberts

Executive Producer

Enclosed: 

· Make History Happen – Underwriting Outlines

· Adopt-A-Program Tiers of Support

· Descriptions of Crossing East Programs
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Make History Happen!
Crossing East will be a milestone in public radio history – the first Asian American history series to ever air nationally on public radio or television.  We already have commitments along the West Coast from super stations in Seattle, Portland, San Francisco and Los Angeles.  

Target your Audience

We are looking for businesses and organizations that would benefit from national exposure targeting public radio audiences.  The audience for public radio tends to have a high percentage of listeners in urban areas, listeners with advanced degrees, listeners with higher-paying jobs, listeners who travel often, listeners who vote, and listeners who are involved in their local arts and humanities activities.  Public radio is the ideal way to reach the educated, broad-minded population of the United States.  If you could benefit from the target public radio demographics of highly educated professionals with middle to upper middle class incomes, ages 30-60, then underwriting with Crossing East is a good marketing move.  

Cost-Effective Advertising

Each individual public radio station charges its own underwriting costs per spot.  National Public Radio also charges for underwriting of specific programming.  Crossing East will be played in hundreds of stations and heard by millions of listeners across the country.  Many stations will repeat the programs several times.  Adopting a Crossing East program can save time and money, as you will reach millions of people for one set cost. 

For example:  an average commercial radio spot costs $50-$150 per commercial, and a public radio spot $30-$50 per underwriting mention.  Even with cost-effective promotions, a commercial station will charge $2000-$3000 for 60 spots, and a public radio station $1000-$1500 for 60 mentions.  Multiply that cost by 200 stations playing the series multiple times, and you see that as opposed to paying $10,000 or $20,000 for the same amount of spots in one area, Crossing East rates are highly advantageous to businesses and organizations that want national exposure. 

Public Radio Works

Underwriting on a public radio station versus advertising on a commercial radio station has greater purchase power because people listen to the underwriting announcements as part of a public radio program, rather than just commercials they tune out.  Underwriting also gives a greater level of sophistication and professional excellence than commercial radio.  Because potential customers know you choose to underwrite that specific program, they associate the program’s excellence with the underwriter.  
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Adopt-A-Program

Rate Sheet

Rates:  We have three tiers of commitment to making history happen.
$1000………Program Friend



( Business name mentioned at the conclusion of the program. 

$3000………Program Benefactor



(Ten-second phrase mentioned at the conclusion of the program. 

(Listing link to your website put on our own website 

$5000………Program Patron

(Ten-second phrase mentioned at the conclusion of the program. 

(Logo and listing with link to your website put on our own website 

(Your company logo and name included on our printed marketing materials, sent to 600 stations around the country. 

*If you adopt a Crossing East program, yours will be the only corporate underwriter for that program. 

Underwriting Guidelines

As underwriting is an acknowledgement of support, and not an advertisement, the FCC has guidelines for underwriting announcements.  The announcements must be within ten seconds and may contain a statement of location, contact (telephone or internet address), and slogan.  Announcements must refrain from language containing calls to action, references to price, or statements of opinion or endorsement from the program host.  For further information on FCC guidelines, contact MediaRites.
MediaRites programs are consistently carried by over one hundred radio stations across the country and over two hundred radio translators (towers that carry the sound of a radio station over a greater area).  Over the years, our number of participating stations has increased as our name becomes better known and our marketing to stations becomes more pointed.  Give Crossing East your support, see our station list grow past 200, and see your message of support go out to millions across the country.  
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Crossing East Programs: 


( First Contacts


( Frontier Asians


( Raising Cane


( Exclusion and Resistance


( Brides and Children


( Post ’65


( Refuge from War


( New Waves, New Storms












